
Advance Program Notes
Crooked Road Festival
March 19-23, 2014

These Advance Program Notes are provided online for our patrons who like to read 
about performances ahead of time. Printed programs will be provided to patrons at 
the performances. Programs are subject to change. 

Wednesday, March 19, 2014

Virginia Heritage Music Instrument Exhibit
Student Art Exhibition: Music of the Crooked Road
11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Montgomery Museum & Lewis Miller Art 
Center, Christiansburg

John Hollandsworth: Instrument-Making Demonstration
11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Montgomery Museum & Lewis Miller Art 
Center, Christiansburg

Open House with Old Time Music and Square Dance
6 p.m. open house, 6:30 p.m. presentation, 7 p.m. music; 
Prices Fork Elementary School Cafetorium, Blacksburg

Thursday, March 20, 2014

The New Town Connection Exhibit
Noon-5 p.m.; St. Luke and Odd Fellows Hall, Blacksburg

Olen Gardner, John Hollandsworth, and Mac Traynham: 
Instrument-Making Demonstration
The Virginia Luthiers: Instrument Display
6:30-7:45 p.m.; Moss Arts Center

Mountain Fling
Mac and Jenny Traynham
Wayne Henderson and the Virginia Luthiers 
8-10 p.m.; Moss Arts Center

Crooked Road After Hours Music Social 
11 p.m.-2 a.m.
Holiday Inn University Blacksburg

Friday, March 21, 2014

Olen Gardner: Instrument-Making Demonstration
11 a.m.-3 pm.; Montgomery Museum & Lewis Miller Art 
Center, Christiansburg

The New Town Connection Exhibit
Noon-5 p.m.; St. Luke and Odd Fellows Hall, Blacksburg

Pete Reiniger, Smithsonian Folkways Recordings 
presentation on producing Long Time...Seldom Scene
6:45-7:30 p.m.; Moss Arts Center

No Strings Attached
The Seldom Scene 
8-10 p.m.; Moss Arts Center

Crooked Road After Hours Music Social
11 p.m.-2 a.m.
Holiday Inn University Blacksburg

Saturday, March 22, 2014

The New Town Connection Exhibit
Noon-4 p.m.; St. Luke and Odd Fellows Hall, Blacksburg

Eastern Montgomery County Gospel Music Program with 
Nancy Smith and Friends and the Eastern Montgomery 
County Community Choir 
1-3 p.m.; Shawsville Middle School, Shawsville

Oral History of St. Paul’s African Methodist Episcopal 
Church by Jacquelyn Eaves, St. Paul’s Choir,  Alexis 
Johnson, Michael Herndon and Lynette Wilcox, 
Enlightened Gospel Choir, and Ada Sherman
2-3 p.m.; St. Paul’s African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Blacksburg

Clogging Workshop with Phil Louer and Jen Barton; 
Square Dance with Giles Mountain Stringband; Callers, 
Ginger Wagner and Phil Louer
2-5 p.m.; Moss Arts Center

An Evening of Beans and Banjos
6-8 p.m.; Meadowbrook Center, Shawsville

Traditional Music Concert: Olen Gardner and Friends; The 
Blackberries; The Gravel Road; and Mike Mitchell
6-8 p.m.; Main Street Baptist Church, Christiansburg

Crankies Performance: Anna Roberts-Gevalt and 
Elizabeth LaPrelle with Montgomery County elementary 
students
7-7:30 p.m.; Moss Arts Center

Indian Run Stringband
Hoorah Cloggers
The Rickie Simpkins Quartet 
8-10 p.m.; Moss Arts Center

Sunday, March 23, 2014

Square Dance with the Indian Run String Band
Caller, Phil Louer
4-7 p.m.; Homestead Farm, Riner



Program Notes
Instead of taking a more direct path, the New River takes the unusual direction of north on its way to the 
Mississippi.   Even with the direction decided, it still seems to want to linger in its surroundings, with many a lazy 
meandering through its namesake valley.  Who can blame it?  The New River Valley is a place worthy of lingering 
as long as one is fortunate enough to do so.  There are a host of qualities to celebrate about this remarkable 
place, and for this event we focus on its heritage music, of which it is a rich storehouse, both past and present.   
This is also a celebration of community.  One has only to look at the groups in Montgomery County that worked 
together to create this event to appreciate the ability of this shared musical heritage to connect people and 
communities.  
 
People visit The Crooked Road region to engage something they cannot experience anywhere else – a unique 
heritage of music, music that has been kept in families and communities for generations.  And a music that has 
been shaped by places like the New River Valley.  The artists involved in this event are great examples of people 
connected to community, whether through making music, moving their feet to that music, or building the 
instruments necessary to make those activities possible.  They are carrying on traditions that have been forged 
here for hundreds of years.  And not just forging but reworking music traditions brought here by Europeans, 
Africans, and others, and mixing with Native American tradition that was here when these newcomers arrived.  
 
There is a musical and cultural heritage that is woven into the very fabric of life in this place.  I encourage you 
to take in the many activities that have been planned not just as an onlooker, but as a part of the fabric.  Talk 
with the luthiers and find out how you make wood bend like it was rubber.  Have a dancer show you the basics 
of clogging.  Or learn more about the history of the church you’re in – a history of African American experience 
that stretches from colonial times, though the Civil War, and to today.  You will be amazed at what you hear and 
will have a much richer experience for it.

Jack Hinshelwood, executive director, The Crooked Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail

The Crooked Road Festival is co-presented by:

Support from:

Thank you to the following sponsors who gave generous gifts to The Crooked Road: Virginia’s Music Heritage 
Trail, in support of the rich array of events happening beyond the Moss Arts Center throughout Montgomery 
County this week: Cedar Creek Custom Case Shoppe; Downtown Blacksburg, Inc.; Tom and Lisa Hammett; 
Bill and Susan Marmagas; New River Resource Authority; Anita Puckett, Ph.D., director, Appalachian Studies 
Program, Virginia Tech; Smithsonian Folkways Recordings; and Dr. Greg Tilley, chiropractor.



Artist Biographies
Mountain Fling

Mountain Fling is a four-piece band based in Southwest Virginia that has been playing together since the late 
1980s. Ed Ogle (Roanoke), Jim Lloyd (Rural Retreat), and John and Kathie Hollandsworth (Christiansburg) enjoy 
the musical heritage of their native southern Appalachians and also bring other mostly traditional styles into 
their repertoire.

John Hollandsworth is a well-known autoharp performer, luthier, and clinician, having taken his talents on that 
American instrument all over the country and to the U.K. Lloyd’s driving clawhammer banjo playing and his 
various guitar styles add greatly to the sound of the many groups he plays with, and he has taught countless 
young people and adults, both at his home base and at various folk schools. Ogle adds the wonderful texture 
of old-time harmonica playing and solid rhythm guitar, along with vocals. He and Kathie Hollandsworth often 
blend their voices in traditional duet singing, while she adds the foundation of her upright bass to the sound. 
Kathie Hollandsworth also brings her hammered dulcimer talents to the group on fiddle tunes and waltzes. 

Mountain Fling performs and teaches regionally and beyond in public concerts, private functions, and local 
and national festivals, giving workshops on their various instruments and sharing the vibrant music of their 
Appalachian roots.

Mac and Jenny Traynham

Mac and Jenny Traynham are a husband and wife duo, specializing in the early country duet style of singing and 
playing old-time and mountain music. Influence for their repertoire comes from a wide variety of sources from 
the Appalachian Mountains of Virginia and beyond, including well-known names such as the Original Carter 
Family, the Delmore Brothers, and The Blue Sky Boys, as well as the old-time fiddle and banjo styles of their 
home area of Floyd County, Va. 

Both of the Trayhams are native to Virginia and have lived in the southwest portion since the mid-‘70s. With 
strong backgrounds in religious and old-time music, they began singing together in 1979, sharing an interest 
in learning selected songs primarily from the recordings of the early pioneers of country music. Over the years 
their repertoire has grown to include ballads, sweetheart songs, western and gospel numbers, and banjo and 
fiddle tunes from the region.

Mac and Jenny Traynham have produced several releases since they began playing together, including The 
Roses Bloom in Dixieland (1986); The Sweetest Way Home (1992); and Never Grow Old (2008), which features 
mandolinist Jackson Cunningham and fiddler Shay Garriock. 

In the ‘90s, the Traynhams were instructors in duet and harmony singing at a number of summer music camps, 
including the Augusta Heritage Workshops (West Virginia), Pinewoods Folk Music Week (Massachusetts), and 
the Swannanoa Gathering (North Carolina). Mac Traynham himself is a well-known instrumentalist and has 
taught numerous workshops on old-time banjo and old-time fiddle playing at music camps. He has won various 
contests in the region, including three first-place wins for his banjo playing at the prestigious Appalachian 
Stringband Festival, held each August near Clifftop, W.Va. In 2005, he released a critically acclaimed CD of 
tracks featuring his playing and singing of mountain music, I’m Going That Way.



Artist Biographies, continued
Wayne Henderson and the Virginia Luthiers

The Virginia Luthiers, composed of Wayne Henderson, Jimmy 
Edmonds, Gerald Anderson, and Spencer Strickland, are four 
very talented musicians and world-renowned musical instrument 
builders with over 150 combined years of experience building 
instruments. 

Audiences have enjoyed Henderson’s top-notch finger-picking 
and guitar playing at Carnegie Hall, in three national tours of 
Masters of the Steel-String Guitar, and in seven nations in Asia. In 
addition to his reputation as a guitarist, Henderson is a luthier of 
great renown. He is a recipient of the 1995 National Heritage Award, presented by the National Endowment for 
the Arts. The Wayne C. Henderson Music Festival and Guitar Competition was established in 1995. A portion 
of the proceeds from the festival go towards a scholarship fund to aid local young musicians in continuing their 
educations.

Edmonds learned much of his craft from his father, who was, according to Edmonds, one of the most unique 
builders he had ever seen, and was always trying to build something different than anyone else. He worked with 
his father to create some great instruments, and Edmonds uses many of his tools and ideas today. He began 
making fiddles in 2001, and started crafting guitars shortly afterwards. As a fan of Martin guitars, Edmonds 
stives to produce guitars with an individual look and a sound similar to the old Martin 30.

Anderson began making mandolins 29 years ago in Henderson’s shop, and has since crafted more than 200 
instruments. After he graduated from college, Anderson spent considerable time in the famous guitar makers’ 
busy workshop in Rugby, Va., observing and playing music with Henderson. Anderson has made more than 
25 recordings and has more than 200 ribbons from musical competitions, the most prestigious of which was 
awarded for best guitar player at the 2003 Galax Fiddlers Convention. Anderson was among the region’s 12 
musicians to participate in the Crooked Road Goes to Scotland Tour in May of 2006.

Since beginning to play mandolin at age 10, Strickland has gone on to win prestigious awards, such as the 
ribbon for best all-around performer at Galax Fiddlers Convention in 2004, and the mandolin competition at 
Merlefest in April 2005. Strickland completed an apprenticeship with Anderson, which was sponsored by the 
Virginia Folklife Program, and in November 2004 he completed his first mandolin. Anderson and Spencer, who 
play together as Anderson-Strickland, released Headin’ South and are currently working on their second CD, 
which will be part of the Crooked Road CD series, produced by the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities.

Pete Reiniger

Pete Reiniger is sound production supervisor for Smithsonian Folkways Recordings, the non-profit record 
label of the national museum. He has spent more than 35 years working with traditional musics of the world 
on recordings and in live sound for concerts and festivals. The recordings he has engineered, mixed, and/or 
mastered include old-time, bluegrass, blues, gospel, Cajun, polka, Tex-Mex, American Indian, Irish, Scottish, 
Welsh, Cape Breton, Caribbean, Asian, African, and various Latin musics. He has also worked on jazz recordings 
and children’s recordings. He is honored to have been awarded three Grammys: one as engineer/mixer of 
Quetzal’s Imaginaries for Best Latin Urban, Rock, or Alternative 2012; one as engineer/mixer of Los Texmaniacs’ 
Borders y Bailes for Best Tejano 2009; and one as a compilation producer of the The Anthology of American 
Folk Music for Best Historical 1997.



No Strings Attached

An award-winning quartet based in Roanoke/Blacksburg, Va., No Strings Attached is a traditional string 
band focusing on instrumental arrangements, consistently stretching the boundaries of string music beyond 
traditional concepts. The Washington Post accurately described them as “one of the more adventurous string 
ensembles today.” While their recordings feature traditional acoustic music, they also incorporate material by 
Dave Brubeck, Thelonious Monk, Bill Spence, and more, as well as their own originals. The eclectic brand of 
music they play and their exciting stage personae has allowed them to open for such artists as Mary Wilson and 
the Supremes, Bela Fleck and the Flecktones, Nickel Creek, and more. They have played in European venues 
such as Cardiff Harbour Festival (Wales), the Pontardarwe Festival (Wales), the Cork Dulcimer Festival (Ireland), 
Folk Club Zuriche (Switzerland), and in U.S. venues ranging from the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
and CBS TV’s Morning News program, to major festivals such as the Walnut Valley Festival (Kansas) and the 
Pacific Rim International Music Festival in Los Angeles, Calif. 

No Strings Attached has recorded nine albums over the years, and continues to enjoy making music. Bassist 
Rusty May was the original bassist for the group and brings his years of playing with various bands from all 
genres of music. Wes Chappell is the other vocalist and the multi-instrumentalist of the group. His background 
is rock and roll, but he plays in a variety of styles. Jimmy Crawford brings his fingerpicking guitar skills to the 
band. His talents involve not only music, but also film making: Crawford is currently working on a documentary 
on peanut farming in southeastern Virginia. Randy Marchany, who plays the hammer dulcimer and keyboards, 
was trained as a classical pianist. 

Artist Biographies, continued

The Seldom Scene

The Scene began as a non-touring bluegrass band back in 1971 
in Bethesda, Md. The basement jam sessions at the home of Ben 
Eldridge started the whole thing. Who would have thought that 
this band would have become one of the single largest contributers 
to the progression of bluegrass from the early days of Flatt and 
Scruggs and Bill Monroe to the more contemporary sounds that 
they founded? Bluegrass reached a second peak in popularity in 
the early 1970s, and the progressive bluegrass style played by The 
Seldom Scene was particularly popular. Original Seldom Scene 
mandolin player John Duffey’s stratospheric tenor anchored the 
group, but the vocal blend of The Scene set a new standard that attracted new audiences to what had been a 
niche music. Their weekly shows included bluegrass versions of country music, rock, and even classical pop. The 
band’s popularity soon forced them to play more than once a week—but they continued to maintain their image 
as being seldom seen, and on several of their early album covers were photographed with the stage lights on 
only their feet, or with their backs to the camera.

Seldom Scene continues to excel in the bluegrass scene and has received critical acclaim for their work. Their 
latest CD, Scenechronized, recorded in 2007, was nominated for a Grammy award.

The Seldom Scene has performed at the White House many times, and continues to tour the world, garnering 
the moniker “America’s Bluegrass Band.”

The band consists of Dudley Connell (guitar/lead and baritone vocals), Ben Eldridge (banjo and scat singing), 
Lou Reid (mandolin/lead and tenor vocals), Fred Travers (dobro/lead and tenor vocals), and Ronnie Simpkins 
(bass/baritone vocals).



Artist Biographies, continued
Phil Louer

Phil Louer began dancing with the Hoorah Cloggers in 1977 and has been an active force in the group ever 
since. As a certified clogging instructor, Louer has helped hundreds of cloggers find their feet teaching clogging 
at festivals, schools, weddings, and weekly rehearsals of the Hoorah Cloggers. Louer is also in demand as an 
experienced and exuberant square dance caller. A residential contractor by trade, Louer recently renovated his 
barn in Riner, Va., to become a venue for traditional music and square dance, weddings, and other events.

Jen Barton

Jen Barton discovered dancing and old-time music while a graduate student at Virginia Tech and was immediately 
hooked. At fiddler’s conventions, bars, and people’s living rooms, she learned a wide variety of social dances. In 
her view, there are few joys greater than dancing with friends to live music. Now, she tries to share that joy with 
others by teaching classes in everything from flatfooting to honky tonk, swing to waltzing.

Ginger Wagner

Ginger Wagner, a member of the Indian Run Stringband, took up clawhammer banjo in the late ‘70s, learning 
from traditional players, including Dwight Diller and Mac Traynham, and has played at many dances and festivals. 
She performed for several years with the Blacksburg Hoorah Cloggers and is an experienced dance caller.

Giles Mountain Stringband

The Giles Mountain Stringband is from Rich Creek, Va., and they formed in 1999. The group consists of Chris Via 
on banjo; Angie Via on bass; Dean Reed, youngest son of revered fiddler Henry Reed, on guitar; and Bill Blevins 
on fiddle. Henry Reed, a long-time resident of Glen Lyn, Va., had a wonderful repertoire of old-time fiddle 
music, and the group helps preserve that tradition by including many of his tunes in their own performances.

Anna Roberts-Gevalt and Elizabeth LaPrelle

Anna Roberts-Gevalt and Elizabeth LaPrelle are based in Southwest Virginia. They come at traditional Appalachian 
music from different directions. When they met, Roberts-Gevalt was in a touring old-time band, and LaPrelle 
was singing ballads in far-away states. They came together to create a different kind of show: one that used 
theater and stories to show people what they love about old tunes and ballads. They also knew that keeping 
the music in the mountains—playing in their communities, playing for schools—was part of the job. With that, 
they set about making crankies, learning stories, and trading songs and tunes.

Indian Run Stringband

Indian Run Stringband is composed of Paul Herling, Ginger Wagner, Mark Barbour, and Kristie Dorfler. Herling 
began playing fiddle during the old-time revival of the ‘70s and learned firsthand from masters such as Tommy 
Jarrell, Albert Hash, and Marion Sumner. He has performed for many years at festivals, dances, schools, and 
concerts, and has won numerous awards. Wagner took up clawhammer banjo in the late ‘70s, learning from 
traditional players including Dwight Diller and Mac Traynham, and has played at many dances and festivals. She 
performed for several years with the Hoorah Cloggers and is an experienced dance caller. Barbour has been 
playing in old-time bands for over 30 years. His guitar style has been greatly influenced by Riley Puckett of the 
Skillet Lickers and Roy Harvey (with Charlie Poole).  Kristie Dorfler grew up playing in classical symphonies and 
quartets beginning at 11 years old. In the past few years, she has become a convert to old-time music.



Artist Biographies, continued
Hoorah Cloggers

The Hoorah Cloggers are Jen Barton, David Ficke, Melanie French, Phil Louer, Emily Neyhart, Jen Pollard Scott, 
Anne Elise Thomas, Kerry Waite, Amanda Wareing, and Bob Wright. The Hoorah Cloggers are an Appalachian 
percussive dance troupe based on and around the Virginia Tech campus since 1974. A longstanding Blacksburg 
tradition, the Hoorah Cloggers include Virginia Tech students, faculty, and community members. Drawing 
from the style of the Green Grass Cloggers, the Hoorahs blend intricate rhythms and energetic footwork with 
geometric square dance figures to create a joyous audio and visual representation of live old time string music. 
The group’s past performances include a presidential inauguration, hundreds of regional and national festivals, 
schools, nursing homes, weddings, and square dances. The Hoorahs welcome new members and offer open 
dance lessons at their practices. Through weekly rehearsals and social gatherings, dancing with the Hoorah 
Cloggers is an experience of camaraderie and community that extends beyond performance and into lifelong 
friendship.

The Rickie Simpkins Quartet

Best known for the syncopated lyricism of his fiddle playing, Rickie 
Simpkins has been on the go musically since his childhood days, 
building a catalog of recordings and appearances that testifies 
both to his creative flexibility as well as to his enduring roots in 
the classic bluegrass of his native Virginia. He has appeared on 
numerous artists’ recordings such as Nils Lofgren, Ralph Stanley, 
Mary Chapin Carpenter, Charlie Waller, John Starling, Tony Rice, 
and many more. His first solo album, Dancing on the Fingerboard, 
was a nominee for the International Bluegrass Music Association’s 
Instrumental Recording of the Year Award in 1997. Simpkins 
has won many awards, including Society for the Preservation of 
Bluegrass Music in Amerca’s Fiddle Player of the Year; International Bluegrass Music Association’s Instrumental 
Group of the Year in 1991 and 1995; and Bluegrass Now’s Fan’s Choice Awards and Fiddle Player of the Year in 
1998. In 2008 Simpkins was inducted into the Virginia Folk Music Hall of Fame. Since 2007, Rickie has toured 
extensively with Emmylou Harris and Her Red Dirt Boys. While off the road, Rickie continues to record, produce 
and teach music. 

Avril Smith is an award-winning multi-instrumentalist and vocalist. She started playing guitar at a young age and 
is widely recognized as a highly accomplished electric and acoustic guitarist and mandolin player. Smith plays 
in several bands, including the alt-country band The Great Unknowns, with award-winning songwriter Becky 
Warren; the Americana string band Big Chimney (which won first place in the DCBU and Watermelon Park 
festival band contests); and a roots-rock band called The U-Liners, featuring the amazing Joe Uehlein. Smith 
was also a founding member of the bluegrass band Della Mae. Smith’s mastery of a wide range of styles makes 
her a sought-after on-stage and studio performer. Her innovative take on the fiddle tune Lincoln’s Retreat was 
featured in Flatpicking Guitar Magazine.

Kentucky native John Seebach is a talented guitar and mandolin player, as well as a singer who is comfortable 
with everything from high bluegrass harmonies to gritty blues. He has performed with the Dixie Cannonballs, 
the Lisa Kay Band, and currently can be heard as a member of Big Chimney.

Stefan Custodi is a natural born musician. Put an instrument in his hand--any instrument--and he’ll instantly make 
music. Give him a few more minutes and he’ll already understand the instrument’s complexities and subtleties. 
His instrument of choice is the stand up bass. He is at home playing jazz music, and routinely does just that, but 
his music of choice is bluegrass.



Special Thanks
Special thanks to the Montgomery County Festival Planning Team:

 Diane Akers, president, The Blacksburg Partnership 
 Lisa Bleakley, executive director, Montgomery County Tourism Office
 Heather Browning, community relations manager, Town of Blacksburg
 Jessie Eaves, fiscal technician and administrative assistant, Department of Computer Science,   
  Virginia Tech
 Sue Farrar, executive director, Montgomery Museum & Lewis Miller Regional Art Center
 Jack Hinshelwood, executive director, The Crooked Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail
 Sam Linkous, event planner, old-time musician
 Phil Louer, longtime member of Hoorah Cloggers, certified clogging instructor, square dance   
  caller, event organizer
 Rhonda Morgan, executive director, Blacksburg Museum & Cultural Foundation
 Christina O’Connor, Downtown Christiansburg, Inc.
 Anita Puckett, Ph.D., director, Appalachian studies, Department of Religion and Culture, Virginia  
  Tech
 George Smith, Mountain Valley Charitable Foundation, Meadowbrook Center; broker, GR Smith  
  Realty; member, Fort Vause Bluegrass Band
 David Verde, Downtown Christiansburg, Inc.
 Ginger Wagner, plays clawhammer banjo; sings in the Indian Run Stringband; square dance caller;  
  event organizer; original member, Hoorah Cloggers; board member, Odd Fellows Hall


